B \_+ September 13, 1955
THE SISKIN :

Bulletin of the Northern Virginie Chapler, Virzinia Socleiy
of Ornithology Vole 1 Ne. %

TO HEMBERS AND FRITDS OF THE NORTHWRN VIRGINIA CHAPTER:

On the eve of our chapter’s firet birthdsy as an
officially constituted organization, we find our group in
a flowrishing condition, considerably bigser and heslthlier
than we had dared to hope at first. Of course, every bird
gtudy group, as scon as it is succeessful, needs iis own
Journal, duvly and properly named, and so we have bestowed
the sbove apoellation on the heretofore umnamed circular
lettera sent out to inform the members and friends of foribe
coming activities. We selected the name "Siskin™ because,
1ike that bird, our publication appears ilrregularly from
sutumn tc spring in the Northern Virginia Area. As yet
there are no plans afoot to make it into a serious rival
of the Aunk or the Filson Bulletin.

 The first activity of the new season will be a
£ield ¢trip throush the Pine Ridge vieinity od Saturday,
September 24, 1955, at T:30 A.id. To get to Pine Ridge,
travel west on Route 50 about 5 miles beyond Seven Corners;
turn left st the Pine Ridge sign; then turmn left again on
Overbrook, and again on Highland, and park off the sireetl near
the homeeg of the Rules and Peacocke, at the end of the macadam.

A business meeting in the near future is advisable,
and 4% may be necessary %o held a short business gession
after the walk. One impertant questiion to be seitled 1o thet
of duec for the fortheoming year. You will recall that last
year, when we fixed the dues at 50¢ per person, we did sc¢ with
the understanding thet thisg wag an interim figure, which would
be subject to review in the lizht of a2 year®s experiences We -
foresaw the poseibility that this sum nizht prove insdequate.
1% now appears that dues of 50 are not suf Ticient to cover
21l of our expenses, (0f which the largest items are: dues {0
the V.3.0., and postage, stationery, etec.) It has been sug-
gested that we raise our duss %o 75¢ for sdults; retalining
the 50¢ for Junior members. This can be gettled at the Pine
Ridge moeeting.

Our second farmal, planned activity will aiso be a
field trip, this one to be held in the Belle Haven seci on
of Alexandria on Saturday, October 15; at 8:00 A.M. The trip
will be led by Jack Abbott, of Alexandria, who has led trina
for the D.C. Audubon Society «f for a number of years.

Most at the Bella Haven picnice area, Just off
Mount Vernon Highway, & short distance south of the city
14mits of Alexandria. You can find this epot without 4if-
ficulty; a sign along the Mount Vernon Highway will tell you
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where t0 turn left when iraveling gouth from Alexandria. (Cauthon:
Do not confuse with the "North BDelle Haven® ares, whichk is alse
marked; pass by the latter, and you will see ¢t he "Belle Haven® sign
almost immadiately)a The Potomac River and the nearby marshes,
fields, and woode in this ares should glve us an opportunitiy for
coverage of & number of differ=ni habitats on this trip. Jack
Abbotit recently completed a breeding-bird census in thls ares,
ascording to the standard method prescribed by the National Audubon
Society and the U.S. Tish and W1ldlife Service, and he has agresd

$o give an explanation of the techniques used in conduciing a stuly
of this type. Aifier the trip we will repair to the Abdott residence
nearby waere Jack has promised to show us some of his supert water-
color bird protraits, as well as thoese of his father, the lale
Jacob Bates Abbott. Pess

Those who may be interested in additional trips during
the fall migrating seascon are invited to jJeoin us on informal walks
through Glen Cariyn Park, Arlingion, on September 17 and Oclober 1
whille warblers are gtill migrating. Thege walks will start at 7:00
A.i, from the junction of Scuth Lexington St. and Arlington Blvd.
Drive west on Arlington Bivd, until you oross the brdige cver the
Yash ington and 014 Dominion ralilroad tracks at botiom of hill;
South Lexington St. will then be the first side street (it turms .
off to the left at the top of the hill at the Gien Carlijimn sign.)
Cars will ascemble on South Lexingion Sit. ‘

We have a mumber of ideas tentatively lined up for
future programns, and hope to have as many of these as pessible
during the coming yoar. Present ideas imelude talks on the birds
of Africa snd the Arctic by Dr. Charles Handley, Jr.; a talk on
faleconry by a local practitioner of the art, kr. Nye of Oaktion;
and {we hope) mnother visit to the home of the Mangum Weeks' to see
the remainer of his choicé collecii on of ornitholegicsl literature,
Needlese to say, any additional suggesilicns for meetings, field
tripe, or other activities will be most w elconme.

Remenmber the dates: September 24 Pine Ridge®
October 15, Belle Haven %

W, P = sl
Robert J. Watson

Secretary
#Bring picnic lunch



