912 ., Wayne Ltrcet
Arlington 1, Virginia
Septexzber 25, 1,55

~ 1 ows you and Betty an apology for feiling to express =y
¢lation for your hospitality oo my weekend iris to Yaverly
2 in August. I dealyed because I wanted 0 send you & coay
the writeup of the Northern Virgloia Caapter which you indi-
ted a desire for. Tnis, in turn, was delaysd when I had soze
trouble -~ the efterasath, 1t seems, of the trouble I had whe

E] a8 down there last winter - which threw me way behind in all
y ectivities.

b Anyhow, I have now gotten srounéd 1o writisg up a short sc-
- sount of ihe chapter, which I hope will serve your purnoses. In
. the long delay since I last saw you, I have partly forcotten
whst vou sald you wanted. However, it was clear ithat you wanted
~ something wore informetivo than the shori. ohe-parssrzsh aceount
i gave you last year. The eaclosed is designed %o be what I
~ remesbar your asking for. There Lis probsbly a 1ot of zuserflucus
L Etull o 1%, dut I thoughl 1t better o de too detalled than
rvlise. I trlied %o avolid belng serden-clubby, bub iooking
over it, I Jear I may have falien into the error of being
paber of commerce-y, and tryinz te pat inm tos much of a nluz
~ for the group. Anyhow, you are welcome to 40 what vou want With
it - put it Jown as ruthlessly as 2 mesber of the Thres Shont oad
Garden (lub pruming her »rize potted geraniums {or lel-rzonium,
s we sclentific botaonists prefer to call it).

2 I gathered that you wanted this for the purpose cf sutting
something in the Ssven. I bslieve it iz i1zmpertant th:t we con-
ors to cur original plan of publishing some sort of local chapter
Dews 1w the Haven, lest the chapters stsrt asking what they asre
tiing for the .10 they contribute %o the VSG's treagury. ot

t I hove neard any cozplalints eo far; I'nm just thlinkins of
the future.

. Thanks agsin for the pleazant Sunday visit with you alii.
1l be looking forward to gesilng you ot the Lxecutive Somiiitce
SRES

. Slngcerely,



THE HORTRERN VIRGIEIA CHAPTER OF THE VSO

The establishment of a chapter of the Virginia Society
of Orpithology in Northers Virginla stemmed largely frow the
meeting of tie VSO held io Arlingtos ip 1553, Thie 3eetlong
indicated the exlistence in itils area of s surprisingly large
nuater of VIO meabers who had not previously been able to a2t~
tend mcatinés held iz other parts of the state. Some of these
mendbers, droughit together for the first time, fell that con-
tacts thus established should de zzintained. and thet the best
way of accomplishing this oblective was to orgsnize =z local
grour of some sort.

Congeguently, during la%e 1553 and aariy 1954, 7SO men-
bers in this eres started . prograswof informal meetings and
fleld trips. The group was led by ¥r. and Mrs. James 7. Elke
who threw open thelir home for neetings and led most of the
Ifeld trips. The respongse to these activities, 2nd the dis~
cusgicus resulting therefrom, coanfirmed wmembers ic the conclu-
sion that establishment of en organized group was practlcable
and &esirgble. The finzl ensctment by the Va0 {at the 195&
seeting) of bylawe providins‘for éfrlliation of local chap~
ters,'fuﬁufngﬂ an additlional incentlve.

Oz Noveaber 25, 1954, a meeting was held at the Zike
residence, at which the Korthernxbirginia Chapter of the VIO
was officially activated (subjgct to later confirmatlion by tlke
VSO Zxecutive Coamittee). The meeting was ntiended by eleven
parsons. Ur. Zire was elected pPresident, and R. J. Watson

secrotary-treasurer. Ducs were set ai 507 per person {later
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ratsed to 757 for adulits, the 507 figure delng retained for
junior membef#}. Pormal approval as z chapter of the V30 was
received froz the Ixecutlive Coumittes several months later.

The estzblishaent of a chapter in this part of Virginia
presented & speclal problem not likely to be encountered in
most other reglonz of the stste. This was the proximity of ths
District of CTolumbla Audubon Soclety, one of the outstending
local orvithological socletles of ths country, which draws cen-
bers froaz all over the Washington area. HNembers of the mewly
foramed chapter at once recognized that they could not, and
should pot attempt, to compete with this group, but should
rather seex to complement it, by operzting 1z a different
sphere and by meeting 2 sowmewhai different group of nesde and
objectives. They declded, therefore, to euaphasize the sta-
tus of the new chapter as a small, closely kmii, informal
group, keeplng the organlization as siample as possible (with
ne written constltution and 2 minimus of officers): to hold
meetings in members' homes, drawing on meabers tc present
programe of an i1nformal pature, instead of seeking speakers
from outside for forussl talks; to exphasize perscnsl contact
as a wesns of obitalning new wembers; aasd to encouraze members
to cocperate with tne fleld projects sponsored by the D. C.
sudubon Soclety, l.e. the Christwas 8ird Count and ths spring
count in the Washington area.

The succesg of the Chapter has shown the wisdom of 4his
policy, and has coafirmed the belief that 2 zroup orgenized on
these lines could meet a real need. The thriving condition
of the chapier is shown by the memobership figures, which, 1isn

less than two yeers, have clisbed frou the original 11 to a



total of 59 {as of September, 1955). A large part of this
success may Le ascribed to the good fortune'of the chapter in
having aoong its zewzbershin aspumber of excellent speakers who
have provided outstending preggrams. Io keeplng with the in-
formal nature of the chapter, the saze officers have continued
to serve since thelir election.

Heetlnzs ol the chapter are held zbout once 2 month
fros sutuzn to spriog. IZvening weetlings, held in members’
hozes, usually festure gz short tslk by one of the mezbers on
scme aspect of his experlence in the field of ornithology.
<n a2dditico, Irequent outdocr neetings are held, zenerslly
in connectlion with fleld tripe, =08 usially agcoapanieﬁ by
s0%e particular featurs ol interest, such as 2 display of
banding by ome of the active bird banders of the region.
Actlvivlies of the parent VSC are given full publilcity at
meatlnge of the chapter, and members of the latter are urged
to joln the ViU. The object of these seetings is io bring
together those who share an intersst in bird study, and to
seeir to stizulate thelir interest 2z much as possidle.

Une ol the objectlives of the VS0, in adopting its pro-
gran of local chapter affiliation, wss to increase the Zpow-
ledge of Wirginia bird life through sysiemstic field studies
whlch, 1t was hoped, would e undertaken by the local chaptars.
In this field of activity, it must be adupitled, the Northern
Virgiclic Chapter has faced the same dlfficulties encountered
by any sisllar group. These difficulties soring Troz the
losabllity of most members cof the group - because of lack of

tize, trainingz, or inclination - to atiesnt the serious {(aazd



time-consuxiag; studies pecessary for this purpose. However,
we have hopes that some such studies may be undertaiten 1in the
pezr future. In the meantime, the chapter is conducting Tleld
trips to neardy aress; is cooperating, 2s already describded,
with the D, O. Audubon Soclety Lo the projects undertazen by
the latter; and is encourszing memnbers to incresse their Tield
work and to contribute thelir resuits tc journals such as ihe

Atlantlc Naturallsgt or the Raven.




